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Professor Mercalll points out that the lateral erup-
tions of Epomeo differ in one respect from those of Etna
and Vesuvius. In these volcanoes the lava ascends
to a "considerable height in the central chimney, and
by its own weight rends open the flanks of the cone.
In Epomeo, it appears to traverse lateral passages at
some depth, perhaps far below the level of the sea, and
to rend the mountain by means of the elastic force of
the aqueous vapour, etc., which it contains. It will be
seen how important is the bearing of this difference on
the occurrence of the Ischian earthquakes.

The eruptions that have taken place during the last
three thousand years agree in several particulars.
They either occurred suddenly, or, at any rate, were
not preceded by a stage of moderate Strombolian
activity; they were always accompanied by violent
earthquakes; and all succeeded intervals of long
repose. As the eruption of 1302 happened after at
* least a thousand years of rest, the lapse of six more
centuries does not justify us in concluding that
Epomeo is at last extinct.

We seem, on the contrary, to be drawing near
another epoch of activity. During the four and a
half centuries that followed the eruption of 1302, we
have no record of Ischian earthquakes.1 Then,
suddenly, on the night of July 28-29, 1762, Casamlc-
ciola was visited by sixty-two shocks, some of which
were very strong and damaged buildings. On March
18th, 1796, another severe shock took place, but
destructive only in the neighbourhood of Casamicciola,
where seven persons were killed. On February 2nd,
1828, the area of damage, though concentric with the

1 Shocks were felt in the island in 1559 and 1659, but one at least
was of external origin.
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